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The course was designed to sensitize the participants about the economic and social plight 

of minority communities in India and how we can be empathetic towards the needs of the 

community.  

The sessions begun on 23rd July 2019 at 10.30 AM with introduction to the course by the 

course director KK Rajagopalan Nair, Associate Fellow, IMG and Dr. AB Moideen Kutty, 

Director of Minority Welfare Department.  

This was followed by Dr. KN Ganesh’s (Professor - Retd, Calicut University) session on 

‘Status of Religious Minorities in Comparison to Other Communities’. He has spoken about 

Indian history and minority representation over the years, partition and it’s impact etc.  

The nest session in the afternoon detailed ‘Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas karyakram’ (presented 

by Shri. Ansar, Research and Information Officer, Minority Welfare Department). The 15 

point programme for minorities seeks to provide better socio economic infrastructure 

facilities to the minority communities particularly in the field of education, health & skill 

development which would further lead to lessening of the gap between the national average 

and the minority communities with regard to backwardness parameters. Towards the end of 

the session Dr. Moideen Kutty briefed the participants about different scholarship schemes 

for the minorities viz Mother Teresa Scholarship, APJ Abdul Kalam Scholarship, Joseph 

Mundassery scholarship, CH Mohammed Koya Scholarship etc, and that many of these 

scholarships are not claimed by the community.  



On 24 July the forenoon session was handled by Shri. PK Haneefa, Chairman, Minority 

Commission, Kerala on the topic ‘Religious Minorities-UN Declaration and Constitutional 

Aspects. He commenced the session with various definitions of minorities and the minority 

religious communities in India, which include Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Buddhists, 

Zoroastrians (Parsis) and Jains notified as minority communities in The Gazette of India[2] 

under Section 2(c) of the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992. He has also touched 

upon various policy intervention by UN (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, 

international Covenant on Human Rights, 1966) and Indian governments and articles in the 

constitution (especially Articles 25-30).  

The afternoon session was knowledge packed and one of the most engaging among all the 

sessions, taken by Dr. Alexander Jacob, IPS. In the under two hour training session, though 

his health condition had forced a break, he came back more forcefully after taking a tablet 

and drinking water in the venue itself. His passion for imparting knowledge was noteworthy 

and emulative. From a larger world canvas to Indian to Kerala context, spanning a period 

from birth of Islam in AD 570 to its spread around the world, the change in political map, and 

the battles for power and dominance and use of religion as a tool by colonial masters to 

exercise control over the occupied masses was narrated vividly. In his perspective the British 

perpetrated communal disharmony among Indians who co-existed peacefully over the years. 

By quoting specific empires in history he explained that when those empires stood united 

they dominated the world and when they started dividing the masses they crumbled, If India 

has to become a $5 Trillion economy, a powerful country she has to stay united.  

The last session on the final day of training was on central welfare schemes for the religious 

minorities, which introduced various schemes for minorities. The session came to a close 

after concluding remark and valedictory address by 3.00PM.  



Overall the programme shed light on the plight of minority communities in India, the need of 

India to stay united, protecting the rights of minority community and guaranteeing the 

freedom enshrined in the constitution.  

 


